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A traditional t
to a modern
convenience

hese days, it's hard to
T argue the merits of

modern conveniences li
independent suspension, fuel
injection, power steering, and
air conditioning without :
someone mentioning how it's !
not traditional. And while | :
typically agree with these
naysayers, there are conditions .
that I'll grant a guy amnesty. As .
a hot rodder who's more akin to '
the postwar build style than the !
contemporary, swoopy designs, | |
cringe just the same as other
so-called traditionalists when |
see things like clunky EFI
setups atop a flathead or a
readster with independent
suspension jutting out from
the framerails. Unlike some of | |
those “old-timers,” | can be
partial and give guys who
want those modern :
conveniences some slack; all

The Vintage Air Compac
GEN-Il evaporatar

was the first thing to
be installed. We took
advantage of the talf
dash and mounted it

as high as possible to

~ hide it. Mounting it

| this high renders the
stock glovebox pretty
useless; we'll use the

| space instead to mount
the stereo head unit and

-..Iﬁ

ek i Here's the original heater box rhat camein . Before we start, we need to disassemble

within reason of course. | our ‘52 Ford F-1 pickup. It mounted on the the unit and get rid of the heater core,
That having been said, the F-1 | passenger side firewall behind and under  © fan, and plumbing bits associated with the

pickup |'ve been building over the { e glaveba. . heater.
last year or so includes a number of 1 see the rack for the most part and | . The other amenity | decided to
modern amenities that | wouldn't i managed to hide the pump as well - go with was a Vintage Air climate
normally have fathomed putting i beneath the driver side head of the + control unit, a Compac GEN-I kit to
into a vehicle some years back, Hemi. The truck is supposed toend up | be exact. While | regressed on my
Consolations were made, however, for | as my daily driver, and having driven decision to keep everything period

when it came to things like putting a
power rack-and-pinion unit in when |
upgraded the straight axie to a Heidis
Mustang Il setup, | just couldn't think
of a reason not to. For one, you can't

cars for years with a stock box, it just perfect by placing the compressor in
seemed like the most logical thing to plain view on the passenger side of
do. And if my girlfriend ever wants to | the engine, | decided that my daily
drive it, it will make it that much easier | comfort was more important than

for her to hop in and enjoy. any armchair quarterback’s opinion of

154 streetrodderweb.com
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With the core and fan removed,
the two halves are reassembled
for viswal sake. That big hole in
the center where the fan went and
the two larger holes at opposite
corners where the heater hoses
attached all nead to be filled.

There were two small holes at
appasite corners alréady and we
decided to use those as the first
set af mounting points. Those

large holes were filled with

| a5 the other two mounting holes,

washers, the center holes acting

all spaced out evenly. A piece

of aluminum was cut to fit and
screwed to the back of the heater
box to fill the farge void.

whether or not it was “traditional.”

| did, however, want to maintain the
interior of the truck true to the '50s
aesthetic | had set out on. | grafted

a '52 Pontiac dash into the cab and
wanted to maintain the old-time vibe
throughout the interior. With that in
mind, | hit a brick wall when it came
time to decide how to get the cool

Here's the heater box broken down
in three pieces. The heater core and
plumbing is one unit while the fan

attaches to the rear half of the box,
The front haif houses the doors and
foer vent.

We decided to
relacate the box
to the center

of the truck to
better act as

a central vent
system. There

| was fust enough
space between

R the trans tunnel
and avaperator
core.

air into the cab. Dash-maunted vents
were out of the question, as they stand
out like a sore thumb on a car that's
based in a mid-'50s build style. That
sent me thinking and after a few Q&A
sessions with Rick Love at Vintage Air,
we came up with a solution that would

» offer maximum performance from

. their unit and satisfy my desire to keep




instead of trying to balt the heater box
through the frewall (2 two-man job), we
decided to fashion up a pair of bases that
will be welded directly to the cab side of
the firewall with studs that the heater box
will attach to (3 ane-man job).

Here’s an inside look of the mounting setup
for the back half of the box,

‘4 ‘ e

The bases were then welded to the firewall
giving a solid, level foundation for the
heatar box to attach to.

everything vintage in appearance.
What we came up with was to

take the stock heater box from the
| F-1 and modify it to act as a three-
| vent central unit, feeding the center
of the cab and the floor, and use two
underdash louvers on either side of
the cab, modified to tuck up under the
dash when not in use. That solved both
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This mounting setup also enabled the box
to be assambled to the cab in sections,
making it accessible withowt having fo
remove the entire unit from the truck.

The front half of the box attaches with four
sheetmetal serews,

With the
mounting
compléte,

it's now

time to start §
converting the
box to aperate
as a central
outlet ualt,
First, a hole is
cut to accept
the duct haose,
This is the inlet
far the bax.

Since simply dumping the
air via the inlet into the
o box and letting if flow
gut of the doors would be
pretty ineffactive, a few
madifications need to be
made to the internals of
the box to ensure it works
as expected. The first fs a
s plenum that will direct the
majority of the afr out the
front door, The door will
point up toward the canter
of the cab.

The next step is to |
make a pair of plenums £
that will direct air out
the side doors as well. |

of our problems, as Rick argued that  : the evaporator as high under the dash
the box alone would not sufficiently as possible to keep it fairly hidden and
cool the cab evenly, distributing the disassembling the heater box. The box
majarity of the air directly onto the was then modified to direct the air as
occupants legs while leaving the upper @ much as possible out the front door vent
torso area high and well, hot; resulting : and up toward the occupants while the
in a sweaty driver with numb legs. That | side doors were relegated to a rather
didn’t sound too good! minimal use, as the Compac GEN-II

The process began by mounting evaporator has built-in floor vents, The
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allows us access to the mounting points of

the side doors,

underdash louvers were then mounted e e ::': : 3 Flathead
wia hinges an the bottam of the dash BLACK with o, : -
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Hera's a shot of the passenger side vent in
the “uperating” position ...

.. and the same vent in the “hidden"
position, as viewed through the glovebox,

The last piece of the puzzle of aur low-key
A install is to mount the controls. The

‘52 Pontiac dash we grafted fnto the F-1
had & neat control panel that mounts fust
above the steering column, fousing the
controls for the stock heator. We removed
the controfs from a Vintage Air GEN-II
underdash pod and relocated the “fan™
and “mode” controls to the stock “alr™ and
“temp” locations on the Pontiac panel,
while the two “temperature” controls were
mounted on the dash next to the headlight
switch, At first giance, the dash looks stock
with twe extra, nondescript knobs,

GRAHAM TOOL
(888) 262-2550
www, grahamiool.com

VINTAGE AIR
(E800) 862-66548
werw vintageair.com

Cﬁrys-'er Engines and Components

www.indyheads.com

- Grate Motors - Cylinder Heads -Engine Bl

e +Shorl Blocks « Manifolds - Rofating Assemblies
--:1-‘:5!; - ;
- 3upgrcharger Kits - Expert Machine Work

Cail for our Chrysier engine catalog

The 525 HP 6.1 426
Mew Hemi Steel Legend

P e, I8
M el L 57l

L | - - L] 1 i
a - - W—r
b o X
g ] 1 hock

= NI SN
g} -E"..,. V

W can prowvide the whmare i strest md power
walh horsapower ratnios e ke 1200 HPY

Emgine blocks for
high horsepower
CHNC ported aluminum Alumium wales
cylinder hiead kits L e

= L
algmess

Manifolds srd

Get a greal look with
your groal perdformance

e '-I[Er =I ACOREERIRS

We siso offer custom powder coated valve covers

Cylinder head savings wu‘h exceptmnar perfarmance and guality

Chrysler, Chevy, Ford and AMC
assembled cylinder heads for
the budget minded street rodder

Astoch dmsmn of Indy Cylmder Head www.aeruheadracing.cnm
Small block and blg block Chevy

Chrysler big and small block
340/ 360
383 4047 440

X cormponanl

Mo care chirge

Dpﬁn chamber assembled
big block Chevy heads
$895.00
NEW GM CASTINGS

No core charge

www indyheads com

theasiam Ave. Indanapolis IN 46238

Order: 317-862- 3?2:1

I }l I_ | er Hex




