TECH:

COOL RUNNINGS

Installing a Vintage Air Front Runner Along With A/C in Sly’s Effie

. ;3 4.- ==

These are all the parts from Vintage Air for ender the hood,
Including all of the Front Runner components, waler pomp,
alternator, power steering pump, alr condilioning compressor,

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY COLRTNEY HALOWELL

t the 2009 SEMA show,
West Coast Customs
ad a couple of

chopped *55 F-100 trucks on
display that they had recendy
built for 2 new Sylvester
Stallone movie. One was obvi-
ously the “hern™ truck thar they
used for close-up shots where
the truck had o look and run
grear. The other truck was
actually a stunt truck thar they
had pieced together that had
been blown up, shot, jumped
and generally crashed, Sly
formed a bond with the hero
truck and asked for it as parr of
his payment for doing the
movie. He had a couple of
requests: he wanted air condi-
toning installed, and he wasn't
keen on the face thar the truck
wouldn't charge when the
engine was at lower rpms,

The E]larg'mg problem was
no real surprise because the
347-ci Ford engine (based on a
302-ci block) had been fic with
an engine aceessory setup that
was meant for a NASCAR

from West Coast Customs
decided to solve both prablems

with one call, so they picked up

the phone and called Vinrage
Air. They ordered one of the
Front Runner serups for the
small-block Ford engine and

also ordered one of their direct- 5'

fir air conditioning units for
the *55 F-100,

To say thar the kit fits like a

glove would be an underseate-
ment. Tt was really easy to
inscall, bue there were a lor of
components, so it still ook a
while, The only thing thar we

had to rely on a professional for

was [0 vacuum out the system
and charge it with R134 refrig-
erant when everything was
ins:alled. The {J:n]:r reason we
had Lo d.t‘.- that is |1cc.ausc Wi
didn't have the correct equip-
ment to do that part of the job.
P!us. it never hures to hnw; a2
person who deals with air con-
ditioning systems on a daily
basis give the system a quick
inspection to make sure every-
thing is tight and all of the

lines, condenser and receiver dryar.

i All of these compaonents are the parts from the frewall back
;. and fnclude the bulkhead cover, electronic heater confrol

© vaive, venis, controllar and the big plastic box that houses

- Ihe healer core, evaparator, axgansion valve, blower malor
and all of the ducls thal direct the alr where you tell it fo go.

parts are installed properly. i OK,. here was issue nurmber one. For a streel-defven valiele
o i Mhis setup wasn't spinning the altermalor and the power siger-
. ing pump fast enough at cruizing speed on the freeway. Nofice
i that the grille and radiator were removed o make if easier fo
clearly ses what was going on with the frant of tha engine.

engine that ran ar really high
rpms all of its fife. The crew
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sa:m-ma nm‘erf fie dash had already Tie next order of busingss was to prep the i The farmonic balancer is the next item fo be
been shaved, they decided thal the vents and | new Vintage Air timing cover that has all the | refnstalled.

contrals for the Vinfage Alr selup wonld it i maounts for the alferalar, air condilioning
great in the center of the dash. | COM@ressor, gower stesring pump and water
pump built right in.

* Then the air candifioning comprassor (s bolf-
¢ od up and the hard lines are Installed.

Thal meant thal the canter consale wonld have With the crank seal insfalled and e gaskets
fo be remaved and sef asfde until everything | between the block and the naw timing cover,
was insialied and then it could go back in. ¢ il is sifd fnfe place on the front of the engine.

' The new alternator is mounted fo the Vintage
¢ Air timing cover/engine aecessory maunl,

While the cenier console was being remaved, | ‘
| r

the sccessory system, liming cover and fugl | —
pumg drive were being removed from the ;| More biack ATV is applied io the mounting
Ford snging. i gurfaces of the new timing cover and the

. water pump. The gasket is applied, and the
i water pump is bofted inlo placs.
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TECH: COOL RUNNINGS

: | Af this point the serpenting bell is installed
I iz just & mattar of bolting stull up af this { and the cover is installed on the lensioner.
palnl, fike the serpentine belf fensiomer and
the water pamp pulley.

. Becayse there are four lines that come from
b | fhe box nnder the dash through te firewall,

| & body saw is the easigst way fo cof oul the
| | haole that they will come through.

The power sfserinn pimp is the nexl ilem
that gels bolted o the front of the sngine.

i And with that we can see what the compiete

¢ Front Auoner system fooks like. Not only will
i the alternglor and power steering spin fasi

: erough to wark properly, now He frock has

i 8n air condilioning compressor and the heme-
{ Wit of a single serpenting balf.

| The under-dast heater box is carefully lifted
| into place and then bolted to te straps that
! mount if to the slock balis upder the dazh.

Now, depending en which harmonic balancer
you have it may reqire 3 spacer Lo gef he ;
crank pulley out whera il lines vp with the rest Bei'm .I‘-'w unider-dasfh box can be mounted, 2
of the pulleys. This one did, pours may nof. few things nesd [o be installed first, Here,

’; ihe electronic healer comtrol valve is being

| instalied on the heater side. Thers are two

| keater lipes, infake and retisr.

Dnge the lines are pulled through e frewall,
i the provided bulkhead cover is instalied.

The Vintage Air kif comes with a smooth
cover for the air conditfoning clufch, and it
simply installs with the three provided boits.

There are twe Nnes that run to the evaporatar,
i the infet actually runs fhrough the sxpansion
! valvg and the refurn fusl rons siraight oot of
i the svaporaltor back fo the compressar.

7 e
i Back inside, the due! hoses are attached to
| the top of the heater box.

72 May 2010 [ The World of RODS



392 County Rd. G0S
Athens, TN 37383

Phane: 1-423-263-9594
Toll Free: 1-877-571-B480
Fax: 1-423-263-9524

Aue New 32 Five Winoow

The spot whara the holes ara to be cut far ;24009 WITH POWER
the vents and the confrols are measored onl
and gut.

HINOOWS IWSTALLED

The venls ;usr basically snap into the dash
and have little ears that lock them inte
place. They are very simple lo {nsfall and
they fook great i WS truck.

Stocking Dealer For
Steel Befted Radial Wide Whitewalls
and Red Line, Blue Line & Gold Line Radialz,

Radial White Walls Bias Ply Whitewalls
Red, Blue & Gold Lines
Raised White Letters
and Mare!

www.whitewalltires.com

714.649.2393

The section that had io be cof ool for the
conlrols was cul with 3 body saw, and 5

hand file was psad 1o clean up mla adges. "'JEXT ISSUE ON SALE
May 11, 2010
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SOURCE

VINTAGE AIR INC.
18865 Goll Si.
San Antonfon, TX 78266
BOD. 852, G558

W, I'mtagrzarr com

WEST COAST CUSTOMS

181 Via Trevizio

Corona, CA 92879

951.284. 0680

www. westcoasicustoms. eom

Mosco actually wanted to fest the wiring on ihe controls In a position whera he could easily get
Io it, 5o he connected aif of the wires while the controfs were still nninstaliad. ;

, everyihing inside the cab was buttoned
i up, the heater hoses were run from the bulk-
i head to the front of the engine.

After everything checked ouf, Mosco anplegged ihe wiring, installed the controls in fhe dash, i
and than plugged in all of the wiring agaie. |

: GEAR DRIVE SPEED & CUSTOM

your #1 source for lake style headers

Flathead

5B Chevy

Mailhead
331-392 Hemi

Red Ram Hemi
DeSoto Hemi
Maodel A Banger
and More...

= The next item fo ke Jrui'n‘ was the con-
551 '4333{]75 denser. N actually fust bolts onfa the faciory
www.lake Bea-:I Ers.com corg suppart and nses existing holes!
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Next is the receiver dryer thal aifaches o he condenser on the infel side, which aftaches fo a

hard line thal feeds through the core support on the oifer side.

frard fines an the cora support.

& y .

The final sfep is to run the hoses from ihe
bulkhead fo the compresser on ong side and
the recaiver dryer on ihe othar side.

Mosco wanis fo make sure thal the lines don’t move, 5o he adds @ couple of line clamps o the

L

And that's aboui it for the Vintage Alr paris.
Sure, the radiator amd grille still have fo be
reinsialled, but that's just mare nuls and
haits.

EST RIDE

12 POSITIONS OF REEOUND YALWING ADJUSTMENT

RIDE SENSITIVE RON-ADJUSTABLE WALYVING

DYW0 TESTED & SERIALIZED
G & SHOCK WOUNTERG
HARD'NAR
= RE¥ALVEABLE

CHAOHE PLATED & CHROME AFFEARING SPRINGS
HULE S£1EC LIFETINE GUARANTEER

COIL-0VER CONVERSIDN SYSTEMS
IHCLUDIHG MUSTRNG 1|

ROD EX
v

800.721.7761
www.QA1 .net
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